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4–5 July 2013
Vilnius, Lithuania
Call for Presentations
14 February 2013
Event of the Lithuanian Presidency of the EU Council
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The Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania and the European Commission kindly invite you to the 5th international conference held in Lithuania on the evaluation of EU Structural Funds. This year's conference will largely focus on the programming and evaluation of EU Structural Funds for 2014–2020.
The upcoming programming period envisages new priorities for the use of Structural Funds and their evaluation. Increasing importance of the intervention logic in the Cohesion Policy, changing monitoring and evaluation arrangements, elaboration of the monitoring system, use of more robust methods to measure changes and impacts of Structural Funds – these are only a few issues currently debated by the EU legislator. The Lithuanian Ministry of Finance and the European Commission invite you to discuss new organisational, procedural and methodological aspects of EU Structural Funds in the next programming period, intervention logic, monitoring and evaluation, as well as the results of ex-ante evaluations of operational programmes of the next programming period.
Lithuania holds the Presidency of the Council of the EU in the second half of 2013, and this conference is one of the presidency events. The Ministry of Finance is very pleased that the Lithuanian Presidency will pay special attention to programming and evaluation of EU Structural Funds. The Ministry sincerely hopes that ideas shared by conference participants will contribute to successful programming of EU Structural Funds for 2014–2020 and that their monitoring and evaluation will start on a smooth note and meet all expectations and needs of both the Commission and the Member States.
You are invited to present proposals for presentations on the topics provisionally listed in the draft programme. We hope the topics proposed will be of high interest and relevance to you, and we look forward to seeing you in Vilnius!
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Conference Host
The Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania and the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
Target Group
The conference intends to bring together officials from Lithuania and other EU Member States, representatives of the EU institutions, responsible for programming, monitoring and evaluation of EU Structural Funds, representatives from academia, socio-economic partners and other stakeholders with an interest in evaluation. 
Date
4–5 July 2013
Venue
Conference Centre at the Radisson SAS Blu Lietuva Hotel (20, Konstitucijos ave.), Vilnius
Working Languages
Lithuanian and English with simultaneous interpretation
Conference Website
Information about the conference will be soon published and constantly updated at www.esparama.lt
Important Deadlines
If you would like to submit a proposal for presentation, please send the proposal submission form by 18 March 2013. 
Early-bird registration for conference participants will be opened on 11 April 2013.
CONFERENCE THEME
Against the background of tight public budgets and ever growing social disparities across the EU, Cohesion Policy has come under pressure to focus more on results and effectiveness of the Funds' support and pay particular attention to the objectives set out in the Europe 2020 strategy. The Commission's proposals
 for revising the Regulations governing Cohesion Policy have put effectiveness of the Funds and the Europe 2020 strategy as a key anchor for the coming programming period. Amongst others, the Commission has proposed a different approach to programming and intervention logic and to monitoring and evaluation
.
· Programming aims at proper identification of challenges and needs and formulation of a corresponding, adequate and realistic intervention which addresses the challenges and needs and contributes to the Europe 2020 Strategy objectives at national or regional level. 
· The task of monitoring is to record data for input, output and result indicators.
· Evaluation seeks to measure the efficiency, effectiveness and impact of the Funds by answering whether, to what extent, how and why the interventions contributed to the results sought.
From the very start, programming must lay the ground and establish a reference point for monitoring and evaluation of operational programmes. Already now it is crucial to put a greater emphasis on planning the support and developing indicators, to establish a system which allows storing robust monitoring data, and to establish an evaluation plan setting out ongoing evaluations aiming at evaluating impacts of interventions and distinguish that from other factors.
Ex-ante evaluations of operational programmes 2014–2020 focus not only on tasks that are typical for such evaluation (for instance, evaluation of the relevance of priorities and their compatibility with key strategic documents, or measurement of administrative resources), but also on the relevance and adequacy of programme indicators and evaluation systems. This will ensure to set a proper foundation for the implementation of the new legislative requirements at the beginning of the new programming period.
The international conference will take place in Vilnius on the eve of the new programming period, when all EU Member States are fully familiar with the new regulatory requirements and have already taken first steps to prepare for their implementation. This makes it a perfect moment to discuss the state of play of the preparation for the new period in the Member States and European Commission, share good practices, and reflect on the first results of the ex-ante evaluations.
The conference will discuss programming and evaluation of EU Structural Funds in 2014–2020, including:
· new approach to the intervention logic and new requirements for programme monitoring and evaluation;
· methodological, organisational and procedural aspects of the evaluation of EU Structural Funds; 
· results of ex-ante evaluations of operational programmes of the upcoming period.
The worrying unemployment situation and the increasing risk of social exclusion of certain groups of the population in the EU make the interventions supported by the European Social Fund (ESF) particularly relevant for the next programming period. Therefore, when discussing the changes proposed in programming, monitoring and evaluation of EU Structural Funds, the conference will have a special focus on ESF interventions, namely employment, social inclusion and education, administrative capacity building and other relevant social fields. Compared to hard infrastructure interventions, planning and evaluation of ESF interventions are relatively more complex. Designing social intervention logic models, as well as monitoring and assessing results require sound methodologies which also take into consideration other factors contributing to the impact of social interventions. This makes the conference, which will address all central aspects of programming and evaluation of EU financial support, an excellent place to look deeper into ESF funded interventions.
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME AND SESSION TOPICS
The overall objective of the conference is to discuss and share information about the evaluation of EU Structural Funds and its findings, explore theoretical, methodological and practical aspects of evaluation, promote cooperation and networking among public authorities and evaluators from Lithuania and other EU Member States.
The first day of the conference will cover programming and evaluation of the Cohesion Policy in 2014–2020, including such issues as designing the intervention logic, selecting monitoring indicators, adjusting monitoring and evaluation systems and new organisational, procedural and methodological needs in the field of evaluation, etc.
The second day of the conference will deal with the programming, monitoring and evaluation of the ESF. It will look at evaluations of ESF interventions, conducted by the Commission and Member States, how effective they were and what will be relevant or should be changed in the fields of ESF programming and evaluation in the next programming period.
The conference will discuss the results of ex-ante evaluations of operational programmes 2014–2020. This July many Member States will already have intermediary, if not final, results of ex-ante evaluations of operational programmes for the next programming period. These results will bring more clarity into the debates and new insights into capacities and needs of Member States in the preparation for the new programming period. 
	DAY 1  

	Opening of the Conference
	9:00-9:45
	Welcome Speeches and Opening Remarks by Conference Hosts 

	Plenary session I
	9:45-10:45
	Key Concepts and Logic of Intervention in the Upcoming Programming Period

Presentations, discussion 

	Coffee break
	10:45-11:15

	Plenary session II
	11:15-12:45
	Role of the Ex-Ante Evaluation for Developing Operational Programmes

Presentations, Q&A

	Lunch
	12:45-14:00

	Plenary session III
	14:00-15:15
	Evaluation of  Cohesion Policy after 2013: need for more robust methods, reliability and availability of data

Presentations, discussion

	Coffee break
	15:15-15:45

	Plenary session IV 

or
parallel sessions


	15:45-17:15
	Challenges of the New Programming Period for the Programming and Evaluation of Cohesion Policy:

· More Efficient Use of Evaluation Results and Implementation of Recommendations

· Quality of Evaluations: what evaluation standards will be applied in future?

· Evaluation Capacity Building in the New Programming Period

· Opportunities to Implement the Principle of Partnership in Evaluation

· Funds of the Cohesion Policy: how to promote integration, synergy, improve compatibility and flexibility?
· Preparation of integrated programmes – the Joint Action Plan, integrated territorial investment, integrated sustainable urban development
· How to programme EU Structural Funds Support for a Better Implementation of the Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
Presentations, discussion, conclusions of Day 1


	DAY 2

	Opening of Day 2
	9:15-9:45
	Welcome Speeches and Opening Remarks by Conference Hosts 



	Plenary session V


	9:45-10:45
	Experience and Lessons Learnt from Programming and Evaluation of the European Social Fund 2007–2013

Presentations, discussion

	Coffee break
	10:45-11:15

	Parallel sessions
	11:15-12:30
	Challenges and Needs for Programming and Evaluation in Different ESF Fields:

	
	
	· Employment and Social Inclusion (parallel session 1)
Presentations, Q&A
	· Education and Life-Long Learning 

(parallel session 2)
Presentations, Q&A
	· Institutional Capacity and the Efficiency of

Public Administrations (parallel session 3)

Presentations, Q&A

	Plenary session VI

	12:30-13:30
	Preparation for the New Programming Period: what is most relevant for ESF interventions, their monitoring and evaluation?

Presentations, summary of the Day 2, conclusions from the conference

	Lunch
	13:30-14:30


NB! Please note that the conference programme as presented in this document is still a draft. The final programme will depend on the number, focus and quality of the presentation submissions received.

DAY 1
	Opening of the Conference
	Welcome Speeches and Opening Remarks by Conference Hosts 


Aim of the session. The aim is to welcome participants in the conference, emphasise the role of programming and evaluation in interventions, and give an overview of the conference programme, topics and objectives.
Is this session open for presentation proposals? This session is not open for proposals.

Who are the speakers? Representatives of the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania and the European Commission
	Plenary session I
	Key Concepts and Logic of Intervention in the Upcoming Programming Period
Presentations, discussion 


Aim of the session. The aim is to elaborate on the key concepts and logic of intervention in the upcoming programming period and to provide introduction to further discussions on programming and evaluation. 

The new programming period will bring many novelties to the formulation and implementation of the programmes. The starting points for programming policies and designing interventions are the result orientation and clear articulation of objectives. The logic of intervention of the programme has to show very clearly the problems identified, objectives, outputs and desirable results. Moreover, to ensure the opportunity to monitor and evaluate results and the changes that the intervention causes, at the stage of programming we already have to consider the indicators, the baseline values and the data collection needs.
Experts are invited to share ideas about the result orientation in programming, clear articulation of objectives and other key concepts that bind the programming of the interventions for 2014–2020 and have influence over other stages of the policies such as monitoring and evaluation. 
Issues that are welcome in the session:
· Challenges and solutions for implementation of the principle of result orientation into the Cohesion Policy;

· Challenges and solutions to ensure clear articulation of objectives in the programming stage;

· Other key novelties in the upcoming programming period;
· New concepts of the upcoming programming period in the monitoring and evaluation.

Format of the session. Panel with presentations and discussion.
Is this session open for presentation proposals? This session is open for proposals. 

Who is invited to submit presentation proposals? Representatives from EU Structural Fund administrations (in particular those responsible for programming), the European Commission, evaluators, academics.

	Plenary session II
	Role of Ex-Ante Evaluation for Developing Operational Programmes

Presentations, Q&A 


Aim of the session. The aim is to discuss the results of ex-ante evaluations of Operational Programmes 2014–2020 carried out by Member States, and to share relevant experiences.

To ensure result orientation into the Cohesion Policy, the ex-ante evaluation of Operational Programmes 2014–2020 has a wide range of objectives related to the intervention logic, programme indicators, monitoring, and evaluation systems. The ex-ante evaluation has to set a well-articulated and realistic intervention logic for programmes. It has also to establish a set of indicators and a reliable monitoring system to meet the needs and requirements for evaluation.
Officials from authorities responsible for the programming of the EU Structural Funds in EU Member States, as well as evaluators who carry out ex-ante evaluations for 2014–2020 are invited to present the results of their ex-ante evaluations as well as share their relevant experiences in conducting these evaluations, problems they encountered and decisions they made to solve these problems.  
Issues that are welcome in the session:

	Results of the ex-ante evaluation of the Operational Programmes 2014–2020:

	Consistency and coherence of objectives, priorities and financial allocations

	· To what extent are the thematic objectives, priorities and corresponding objectives selected consistent with the Europe 2020 strategy? 

· What are the needs and challenges in relation to the Europe 2020 strategy?

· How well the objectives and priorities selected reflect the national and regional needs and challenges? How consistent are they with the National Reform Programme?
· Do programmes reflect other EU policies and horizontal principles?

· Are objectives and priorities coherent internally?

· Are financial allocations sufficient and consistent to ensure the implementation of all objectives respectively to their relevance as well as the challenges and needs identified? 
· Is the intervention logic of the programme logical and result-oriented?

· Is the coordination mechanism adequate to ensure efficient administration of the implementation of programmes?

	Indicators, monitoring and evaluation
	· Do indicators cover the most important intended changes, are they clear, do they have realistic quantified targets and reliable data sources?
· Is there a proper balance among output, result and common indicators?

· Is the number of indicators adequate to focus on all programme objectives and priorities?

· Are administrative capacities and procedures sufficiently developed to ensure data collection?

· Is the monitoring system proposed adequate to provide evaluation with robust data?

	Strategic Environment Assessment 
	· What are intended effects of programmes on the environment? 
· How well the programmes reflect international, EU and national environmental objectives?

	Process of the ex-ante evaluation of the Operational Programmes 2014–2020:

	Organisational issues
	Experience and recommendations on: (in order to boost the results of the ex-ante evaluation)
· Proper timing of the ex-ante evaluation;

· Cooperation between ex-ante evaluators and the responsible authorities;

· Partnership with regional stakeholders, socio-economic partners.

	Methods and information sources
	· What is your experience with a theory-based impact evaluation? 
· What tools and methods did you use to assess the intervention logic of programmes?

· What were the main challenges when assessing the indicators? 

· What are your recommendations for national monitoring system? 
· How do you assess the benefits of guidance documents
 prepared by the Commission to assist in the preparation of Cohesion Policy programmes 2014–2020?


NB! Please try to reveal both issues of results and of the process of the ex-ante evaluation in your presentations in order to be able to discuss the practical implementation of result orientation and new requirements for programme monitoring and evaluation. For instance, when presenting results of the assessment of the intervention logic, please mention what tools were used to see whether the intervention logic was realistic, what information sources were employed to decide whether certain inputs would boost the desirable results. When discussing indicators and monitoring, you should also describe what challenges and needs arise in relation to data collection and monitoring systems.  
Format of the session. Panel with presentations and Q&A.
Is this session open for presentation proposals? This session is open for proposals. 

Who is invited to submit presentation proposals? Representatives from EU Structural Fund administrations responsible for the preparation of Cohesion Policy programmes 2014–2020, ex-ante evaluators.

	Plenary session III
	Evaluation of  Cohesion Policy after 2013: need for more robust methods, reliability and availability of necessary data

Presentations, discussion


Aim of the session. The aim is to elaborate on prerequisites and challenges for impact evaluation of the Cohesion Policy 2014–2020 in terms of methods and data to be explored.
Impact evaluation in the new programming period will have to answer two main questions:

· Did the implemented interventions have any net effects (impacts)? If yes, can they be quantified?

· Why and how did the implemented interventions produce the intended or unintended results?

The first question addresses the challenge for evaluation to show if there is a causal link between inputs and results. This is a counterfactual impact evaluation, i.e. rigorous quantification of the impacts of interventions, involving counterfactuals which allow estimating what would have happened in the absence of a specific intervention.

The second question represents the challenge for an evaluation to explain why causal links exist and how they work. This is a theory-based impact evaluation. 

Both types of evaluation must complement each other. Preparation for both types of evaluation is a demanding task. Firstly, robust evaluation methods must be identified and applied. Counterfactual methods address the question of causal inference and of what works. The theory of change is essential to explain the (non)effectiveness of the intervention. Secondly, efficient use of evaluation methods requires reliable data. The availability, reliability and accessibility of data are issues to be considered in the process of planning interventions. Well-functioning monitoring systems must be set up in order to produce high-quality data to be used for evaluation. 
It would be of high interest to elaborate more on the application of various methods for the above mentioned types of evaluation, the need for reliable data and specific techniques to collect these data. Evaluators and academics are welcome to share their ideas and practical experience in using the methods and analysing the necessary data. Representatives from EU Structural Fund administrations are welcome to share their plans for setting up their monitoring systems and their data collection arrangements.
Moreover, the new programming period will bring the opportunity to implement highly integrated and complex programmes, the evaluation of which will present a considerable challenge. It would be beneficial to share ideas on possible approaches to the evaluation of such complex interventions.

Issues that are welcome in the session:

· Advantages and limitations of counterfactual methods in impact evaluations;
· Challenges and needs for theory-based impact evaluations;
· Need for (new) monitoring indicators to apply counterfactual methods and the theory of change;
· Possibilities and ways to set up monitoring systems of programmes in order to meet the new requirements;

· Approaches to the evaluation of integrated and complex programmes (for example, of the Joint-Action Plan, Integrated Territorial Investment programmes, Integrated Sustainable Urban Development programmes etc.).   
Format of the session. Panel with presentations and discussion.

Is this session open for presentation proposals? This session is open for proposals. 

Who is invited to submit presentation proposals? Representatives from EU Structural Fund administrations, the European Commission, evaluators and academics.

	Plenary session  IV or 

parallel sessions


	Challenges of the New Programming Period for Programming and Evaluation of Cohesion Policy:

· More Efficient Use of Evaluation Results and Implementation of Recommendations

· Quality of Evaluations: what evaluation standards will be applied in the future?
· Evaluation Capacity Building in the New Programming Period
· Opportunities to Implement the Principle of Partnership in Evaluation
· Funds of the Cohesion Policy: how to promote integration, synergy, improve compatibility and flexibility?
· Preparation of integrated programmes – the Joint Action Plan, integrated territorial investment, integrated sustainable urban development
· Use of EU Structural Funds Support for Better Implementation of the Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region 
Presentations, discussion, summary of Day 1


Aim of the session. The aim is to discuss those programming and evaluation issues in the upcoming period that will not be covered in detail in earlier sessions of the day. 
We would like to dedicate this session for the novelties related to better coordination of the Cohesion Policy that are relevant for the programming and evaluation. 
· Proposals to have more coordinated and integrated funds and priorities are important for programming of the Cohesion Policy. Opportunities for funds’ synergy, flexibility, compatibility and integrated programmes (the Joint Action Plan, integrated territorial investment, integrated sustainable urban development) are the issues to be discussed at the programming stage and in this session of the conference.  Moreover, there is a need for better linkages between the strategy of the EU Structural Funds and macro-regional strategies in order to increase the successful implementation of these strategies. At the stage of preparations for 2014–2020, for Lithuania and its closest neighbours it would be useful to share ideas about opportunities to use the EU Structural Funds for better implementation of the Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region.

· The relevance of evaluation as a tool will be growing in the upcoming period, it is therefore important to discuss how we could increase its quality and the use of results. Evaluation planning is an important precondition for the quality of evaluations. The Commission has proposed to draw up evaluation plans for the whole period at the stage of programming or at the very beginning of the programming period. Another idea is evaluation standards that would be helpful for both evaluation coordinators and evaluators. In addition, more attention should be paid to new needs for evaluation capacity building, opportunities to incorporate the principle of partnership in evaluation and improve the evaluation coordination mechanisms. 

Issues that are welcome in the session:

	Programming related issues:

	· Funds of the Cohesion Policy: how to promote integration, synergy, improve compatibility and flexibility?
· Preparation of integrated programmes – the Joint Action Plan, integrated territorial investment, integrated sustainable urban development;

· Implementation of the Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region in the context of the EU Structural Funds.

	Evaluation related issues:

	· Use of evaluation results and implementation of recommendations;

· Planning of evaluations and development of the evaluation plans;

· Quality of evaluations;

· Evaluation standards;

· Evaluation capacity building;
· Principle of Partnership in Evaluation;
· Evaluation coordination groups and mechanisms.


NB! After receiving the presentation proposals for this session, it may be divided into several parallel sessions according to the thematic groups of the presentations proposed.
Format of the session. Panel with presentations and discussion.

Is this session open for presentation proposals? This session is open for proposals. 

Who is invited to submit presentation proposals? National officials from EU Structural Fund administrations, representatives of the European Commission, evaluators and academics.
DAY 2

	Opening of Day 2
	Welcome Speeches and Opening Remarks by Conference Hosts 


Aim of the session. The aim is to welcome participants in the 2nd day of the conference, reflect on what was discussed the day before, and give an overview of the programme for the 2nd day. 

Is this session open for presentation proposals? This session is not open for proposals.

Who are the speakers? Representatives of the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania and the European Commission
	Plenary session V
	Experience and Lessons Learnt from Programming and Evaluation of the European Social Fund in 2007–2013

Presentations, discussion


Aim of the session. The aim is to emphasise the role of ESF in the Cohesion Policy, discuss programming and evaluation of ESF in 2007–2013, and summarise the good practice for the upcoming programming period.

The European Social Fund has a budget of EUR 75 million for 2007–2013. It is the main fund to address high unemployment and social exclusion that continue to threaten the EU and its citizens. With the budget of at least EUR 84 million, ESF will be particularly relevant in the next programming period, and there is a strong demand for demonstrating the impact and added value of ESF supported interventions. To use the allocations efficiently, we have to dedicate sufficient time to the programming of ESF interventions and preparations for their evaluation.

Representatives from the EU, Member States and stakeholders are welcome to share their experience in the programming and evaluation of ESF interventions in the current programming period. This experience may prove to be useful for the upcoming period and give ideas for the successful implementation of new requirements proposed by the Commission.

Issues that are welcome in the session:

· Successful identification of challenges and needs, and formulation of a corresponding, adequate and realistic intervention logic in ESF programmes 2007–2013;

· Lessons learnt from indicators of ESF 2007–2013;

· Comments on the monitoring of ESF programmes for 2007–2013;

· Lessons learnt about planning and evaluating ESF programmes for 2007–2013.

Format of the session. Panel with presentations and discussion.

Is this session open for presentation proposals? This session is open for proposals. 

Who is invited to submit presentation proposals? National officials from EU Structural Fund administrations, representatives of the European Commission, evaluators and academics.

	Parallel sessions
	Challenges and Needs for Programming and Evaluation in Different ESF Fields:

	
	· Employment and Social Inclusion (parallel session 1)
Presentations, Q&A
	· Education and Life-Long Learning 

(parallel session 2)
Presentations, Q&A
	· Institutional Capacity and Efficiency of Public Administrations (parallel session 3)

Presentations, Q&A


Aim of the sessions. The aim is to elaborate in more detail on challenges and needs for ESF programming and evaluation in 2014–2020 in different policy areas. 

The European Social Fund invests into a number of human resources-related areas that enhance education and training, increase employment opportunities, reduce social exclusion, and improve public services and institutional capacities. However, interventions in different fields also require different approaches and tools for the best programming, performance and evaluation. For this reason, three parallel sessions will be held on:

· employment and social inclusion (1); 

· education and life-long learning (2);

· institutional capacity and efficiency of public administrations (3). 

We invite experts to share their future-oriented but also evidence-based ideas on the programming and evaluation of the above mentioned fields. Experts are welcome to present their insights on the compatibility of ESF programmes with the Europe 2020 strategy and other EU and national strategies, preparation of the intervention logic, indicators and monitoring, evaluation planning and conduct, results and process of ex-ante evaluation, etc. 

Issues that are welcome in each parallel session:

· How to ensure the consistency of ESF programmes with the Europe 2020 strategy and other EU strategies but to avoid overlaps?

· How to ensure that the objectives and priorities selected reflect national and regional needs and challenges and are consistent with the National Reform Programme?

· Challenges and solutions for establishing  a clear intervention logic for ESF programmes;

· Challenges and needs for the consistency of the financial allocations and different forms of support in ESF programmes;
· Challenges and solutions for the quantification of targets, for setting up indicators and reliable monitoring systems in ESF fields;
· Challenges and needs for planning, conduct and use of adequate methods for the evaluation of ESF programmes;
· Results of ex-ante evaluations of ESF programmes;

· Process of ex-ante evaluations of ESF programmes (assessment of the intervention logic and indicators, timing, cooperation and partnership among authorities and stakeholders).

NB! Subject to the topics of the proposals received, the parallel sessions may be divided into other thematic groups. 
Format of the sessions. Panels with presentations and Q&A.

Are these sessions open for presentation proposals? This session is open for proposals. 

Who is invited to submit presentation proposals? National officials from EU Structural Fund administrations, representatives of the European Commission, evaluators and academics.

	Plenary session VI
	Preparation for the New Programming Period: what is most relevant for ESF interventions, their monitoring and evaluation?

Presentations, summary of the Day 2, conclusions from the conference


Aim of the session. The aim is to sum up the challenges and the needs for ESF interventions that have to be taken into consideration for the upcoming programming period. Conclusions of all discussions in the conference will be brought in this session as well.

Format of the session. Panel with presentations, discussion.

Is this session open for presentation proposals? This session is not open for proposals. 

Who are the speakers? Representatives of the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania and the European Commission, invited speakers.
GUIDELINES ON PRESENTATION PROPOSALS
1. What are the requirements for conference presentations?

Presentation must meet the following criteria:
· The topic and the content of the presentation are clearly and directly related to at least one of the topics and the relevant issues described in the draft conference programme. 

· The presentation is presented either in English or Lithuanian.

· The presentation proposal is submitted by filling in the proposal submission form by the deadline (18 March 2013).

· Presentation should be of approximately 20 minutes long.

· Presentation should be prepared in PowerPoint programme with no more than 20 slides.

2. How can I submit my presentation proposal?

Please fill in the proposal submission form.

3. What is the deadline for submission of presentation proposals and whereto should I send mine?

Proposal submission forms should be sent by 18 March 2013 at e-mail estep@estep.lt.
4. When will I know if my presentation is included in the conference programme?

The conference organisers will consider all the presentation proposals received. We will inform you of the decision by 11 April 2013.

5. If my presentation is included in the conference programme, what is the deadline for the submission of presentation?

If your presentation is included in the conference programme, we will ask you to send us the presentation by 20 May 2013.

6. Is there any participation fee?

Participation in the conference is free of charge.

7. Are travel and accommodation costs reimbursed?

Unfortunately the conference organisers do not have additional budget to reimburse speakers’ travel and accommodation costs. However, catering and the social programme during the conference are free of charge and we will be glad to provide information on accommodation in Vilnius. 

8. Who should I contact in case of any questions?

Information about the conference will be soon published and constantly updated at www.esparama.lt. Should you have questions, please contact Ms Agne Ambrazeviciute, “European Social, Legal and Economic Projects” (ESTEP) (tel. +37052690117 or e-mail estep@estep.lt).
PROPOSAL SUBMISSION FORM 

Please fill in all fields. If you propose several presentations, please fill in a submission form for each presentation. Please send the submission form until 18 March 2013 at e-mail estep@estep.lt.

contact information
	First name
	complete

	Last name
	complete

	Position 
	complete

	Organisation/ Institution
	complete

	Country
	complete

	Telephone number 
	complete

	E-mail address
	complete


information on the session
Please choose
 the session for which you propose your presentation. Before you choose the session, please acquaint yourself with the draft conference programme.

	Day 1

	Plenary session I
	Key Concepts and Logic of Intervention in the Upcoming Programming Period
	

	Plenary session II
	Role of the Ex-Ante Evaluation for Developing Operational Programmes
	

	Plenary session III
	Evaluation of  Cohesion Policy after 2013: need for more robust methods, reliability and availability of data
	

	Plenary session IV 

or
parallel sessions


	Challenges of the New Programming Period for the Programming and Evaluation of Cohesion Policy:

· Evaluation Capacity Building in the New Programming Period

· More Efficient Use of Evaluation Results and Implementation of Recommendations

· Quality of Evaluations: what evaluation standards will be applied in future?

· Opportunities to Implement the Principle of Partnership in Evaluation

· Funding of the Cohesion Policy: how to promote synergy, improve compatibility and flexibility?
· Preparation of integrated programmes – the Joint Action Plan, integrated territorial investment, integrated sustainable urban development
· Use of EU Structural Funds Support for Better Implementation of the Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region 
	

	Day 2

	Plenary session V
	Experience and Lessons Learnt from Programming and Evaluation of the European Social Fund 2007–2013
	

	Parallel sessions
	Challenges and Needs for Programming and Evaluation in Different ESF Fields:

	
	· Employment and Social Inclusion (parallel session 1)
	· Education and Life-Long Learning 

(parallel session 2)
	· Institutional Capacity and the Efficiency of Public Administrations (parallel session 3)
	1


	2


	3




information about the presentation
	Title 
	complete

	Aim and key problems  

(150-250 words)
	complete

	Relation with the topics of the session

(150-250 words)
	complete

	Is the presentation based/partly based on:

	· findings or insights from evaluation of EU Structural Fund programme?
	Yes 
	No 

	· results of ex-ante evaluation of the EU Structural Funds for 2014-2020? 
	Yes 
	No 

	· experience in preparation of the operational programmes?
	Yes 
	No 

	· other experience?  complete

	Abstract (200-300 words)
	complete

	Other comments
	complete


Please send the submission form until 18 March 2013 at e-mail estep@estep.lt!
�  Draft legislative package for Cohesion policy in 2014–2020: �HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/what/future/proposals_2014_2020_en.cfm"�http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/what/future/proposals_2014_2020_en.cfm� 


� European Commission’s (DG Regio) documents “Concepts and Ideas. Monitoring and Evaluation in Practice of European Cohesion Policy 2014+” (November 2011, updated on December 2012) and “Results Indicators 2014+. Report on Pilot Tests in 12 Regions across the EU” (April 2012)


� For example, European Commission’s (DG Regio) “The Programming Period 2014–2020. Guidance Document on Monitoring and Evaluation. ERDF, Cohesion Fund. Concepts and Recommendations“ (December 2012); European Commission’s (DG Regio and DG Empl) “The Programming Period 2014–2020: Monitoring and Evaluation of European Cohesion Policy. Guidance document on ex-ante evaluation” (January 2013); European Commission’s (DG Empl) “Programming Period 2014–2020. Monitoring and Evaluation of European Cohesion Policy. European Social Fund. Guidance document (Draft) (January 2013). “The Design and Commissioning of Counterfactual Impact Evaluations. A Practical Guidance for ESF Managing Authorities” Contracting authority European Commission’s DG Empl (October 2012)


� To tick the box of your preference, please double-click the left mouse button and select “checked”.
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